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McAdams	(2015)	
	
	
Chapter	7	 	How	Values	Shape	Agency:	Morality,	Religion,	and	Politics	
	
Humans	are	social	actors,	and,	therefore,	moral	actors	since	all	social	groups	require	norms	
for	moral	conduct	(or	else	the	society	will	fall	apart,	p.	232).	
	
The	development	of	a	sense	of	moral	agency	takes	time	
	

• Babies	by	6	months	show	some	primitive	sense	of	moral	intuition	as	“moral	
patients”	who	are	beneficiaries	or	victims	of	the	behavior	of	others	(p.	233)	

	
• By	4	years	of	age,	young	children	have	developed	a	Theory	of	Mind	(ToM)	realizing	

that	others	have	desires	and	goals.		
	

• As	we	grow	up,	we	become	sensitive	to	imagined	otherworldly	agents,	e.g.,	God,	
saints,	devils,	and	deceased	ancestors.		

	
• In	elementary	school	we	begin	to	have	a	more	sophisticated,	effortful	and	future-

oriented	set	of	goals	for	the	future	(desires,	thoughts,	plans	of	both	ourselves	and	
others)	

	
• By	adolescence,	we	become	more	fully	moral	agents	as	we	attempt	to	cope	with	

increasingly	complex	social	worlds.	In	doing	so	we	embrace	a	wide	range	of	
personal	values	as	well	as	personal	goals	that	influence	how	we	make	decisions	and	
interact	with	others.	The	emergence	of	these	goals	and	values	sets	the	stage	for	the	
development	of	an	emerging	narrative	identity.		
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Moral	Foundations	Theory	(MFT;	Curry,	2019;	Graham	et	al,	2011;	Haidt,	2012)	
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