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“The	Villages	is	a	55+	community	made	up	of	a	collection	of	quaint	neighborhoods	located	
in	the	heart	of	Central	Florida.	We’re	nestled	between	two	beautiful	coastlines,	ports	of	
travel,	and	theme	parks.	The	Villages	is	a	fun,	affordable	community	where	everything	you	
can	possibly	ever	want,	need,	or	dream	of	is	only	a	golf	car	ride	away.	The	Villages	is	
designated	the	#1	Master	Planned	community	in	the	nation.”	
[https://www.thevillages.com/faq/]	
	
“What	became	The	Villages	was	gradually	built	up	between	the	early	1970s	and	the	early	
1990s.	In	1992	the	development	was	ofTicially	named	“The	Villages”	and	is	under	the	
control	of	the	descendants	of	its	original	developers	Harold	Schwartz	&	H.	Gary	Morse	
(Schwartz’	son).	In	the	2020	census,	79,077	people	lived	in	The	Villages	and	the	
racial/ethnic	makeup	of	The	Villages	included	75,374	(95.32%)	Whites,	525	(0.66%)	
Black/African	Americans,	616	(0.78%)	Asians,	and	1,410	(1.78%)	Hispanic/Latinos	of	any	
race.	Over	16%	of	its	population	are	military	veterans.	
	
Fictitious	historical	markers	and	architectural	details	provide	an	atmosphere	for	the	
residents.	One	historian	wrote,	"The	Villages'	faux	history	gives	a	patina	of	stability	
and	continuity	to	a	highly	volatile	region	and	stage	of	life."	Many	plaques	represent	
the	"downtown	areas"	as	if	events	derived	from	notions	of	an	idyllic	small	town	in	the	
1800s	had	occurred	there.	Such	"American	myths"	feature	in	the	designs	for	
Brownwood,	Lake	Sumter	Landing,	and	Spanish	Springs.”	[Wikipedia]	
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Illustrations	below	from	Brian,	Amanda	M.	(2014).	The	faux	history	of	The	Villages,	Florida.	
Southern	Cultures.	20(4):	58–71.	https://doi.org/10.1353/scu.2014.003	
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