Psychology Essays




Psychology 101

Section 2

Each essay should be 2 to 3 pages long, double-spaced, times new roman font size 12. Read each essay question, then choose one and write a brief argument defending your position. Your argument should be supported with information from: 1 psychology or related journal, 1 internet source, and 1 other outside source. 

Question 1:

Choose a story from Oliver Sack’s The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat.  Discuss the memory system being effected and how this has influenced the character’s lifestyle. 

There are many techniques for improving memory. Some of these are encoding and retrieval strategies such as the Method of Loci or Chaining. Recently, we have seen an explosion of “herbal medicines” that make them claim that they improve daily memory. Choose a memory improvement strategy that you would like to try. Try it out before the next exam and then report on your experiences.

Question 2:

What is Artificial Intelligence and how does it relate to the topic of cognition? Choose a practical application of AI (e.g. robots, wearable computers, virtual reality,…) and discuss how it could influence society. Specifically discuss the possible benefits, drawbacks, and ethical issues.

Question 3:

Our development is influenced by many things (genetics, environment, parenting, cultural norms,...). Today, society is becoming increasingly interested in what factors have the most influence on children. The book discusses the topic of who is more influential in a child’s development: parents or peers, and discusses the controversial work of Judith Harris (p.319). Do you agree of disagree with Ms. Harris. Back your claims up with your sources.

Question 4: 

Because of changes in health care, diet, and lifestyle more people are living into their 70s, 80s, and 90s. This has lead researchers to become more interested in how much we change in later life. In terms of cognitive aging, some people have put forth the phrase, “Use it or Lose it”; however, some researchers do not agree with this statement. Do you agree with this statement? 

