Tips for a successful thesis defense

1. Follow your mentor's advice regarding the oral defense. Your mentor's expectations are important.

2. Be prepared for your initial presentation. You should know what you want to say. Be organized. Do not preface your presentation by being self-derogatory. Without seeming arrogant, you should be proud of all you have accomplished.

3. Plan on a presentation of about 25-30 minutes.

4. Some of you may decide to use audiovisuals. Others may prefer to use handouts (make extra copies for those present).  If you plan to use “smart classroom” technology (e.g. PowerPoint, etc.) be sure you are familiar with the equipment, and have your presentation loaded and ready to go.

5. By the time of your thesis defense, members of the examination committee will have already read your thesis. Expect questions that build upon your thesis, question it, or ask for clarification.

6. The following items (and perhaps others) should be part of your presentation:


a) A brief summary;


b) A brief account of your interest (and the development of your interest) in the topic;

c) A description of your methodology;


d) A statement on the interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary character of your project;

e) A statement on whether your research confirmed your initial expectations or 
  
   


hypotheses;


f) A statement on the most difficult parts of your research;


g) A description of the most exciting parts of your research or your most exciting findings;


h) A statement on lines of research that may build on what you have done;


i) A statement on your project as it relates to your future plans (mention this only if it does 



relate to your future plans).

7. Members of your committee and others present will ask you questions. Some of the questions may be expected; others may be unexpected. In either case, express confidence and measure in your answers. You are the expert. If you do not know the answer to a question, do not try to make up an answer; it is fine to say that you do not know or, in some cases, to raise additional questions. You may also ask for your interlocutor's opinion, but only if it seems appropriate.

8. Do not express personal insecurities about your work. It is your work—an important aspect of your academic life—and you should be proud of it.

The defense is in several respects a celebration of your time at Le Moyne as an Integral Honors student, so……

Congratulations and good luck!

