Writing Assignment #1



Name______________________________________

Plato’s Euthyphro
In the dialogue Euthyphro, Socrates (on pg. 11 of your copy) asks Euthyphro “whether the pious or holy is beloved by the gods because it is holy, or holy because it is beloved of the gods” (11).  Another way to put this question is to ask whether or not something is good because God commands it, or whether God commands it because it is good.  Write a page or two explaining the following:  (a) What exactly is the distinction between these two options?, and (b) what implications does each option have for morality and/or religion?  Write in full sentences and full paragraphs, but don’t feel the need to go into great detail.  Feel free to consult and cite Rachels’ treatment of this question in Chapter 4, Section 2 of The Elements of Moral Philosophy (beginning on pg. 55).  This assignment is due at the beginning of class on Friday, Sept. 7.

