Classmates Reflect On The Past 40 Years
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OSWEGO, NY – Forty years ago the Beatles reminded us, "it was 20 years ago Sgt. Pepper taught the band to play …" 

It also was the year the "Big Mac" was first introduced and the first heart transplant performed. 

A movie about the gangsters "Bonnie and Clyde" was the big hit. The rock group "Blood, Sweat and Tears" (the oldies band at this year's Harborfest) was formed and Aretha Franklin sang about Respect. 

In Oswego, a large group of baby boomers graduated from Public High and Catholic High. They looked into a future not yet filled with personal computers, cell phones, microwaves or mini-marts. 

To get in touch, they dialed a (rotary) telephone or simply walked across one bridge (the second bridge was under construction). 

The Class of 1967 at OHS started the school year with 1,600 students making a split or double session necessary. Seniors and juniors began the day at 7:45 and finished at 12:05. 

Sophomores and freshmen followed at 12:15 to 4:30. 

This temporary situation had caused adjustments to be made by parents, students and faculty. 

"We took the curtailed activities and inconveniences, including the construction of the lower bridge, in full stride," the Class of 1967 noted in its yearbook. 

In 1967, dinner was cooked on the stove and served with everyone at the kitchen table and at one set time. For a snack food break, they went to Savas' or Carroll's. 

At 18, they could even get in to Buckland's or Nunzi's. 

For those interested in catching up with old classmates and reminiscing about how much the world has changed (and in some cases stayed the same) in four decades, a joint reunion of the classes of '67 from Oswego Public and Oswego Catholic High is planned for Friday, Nov. 23. 

Some members of the group took a look back recently. 

"Trying to even remember 1967 has been a bit of a struggle - the old brain cells aren't firing as well as they used to," OHS grad Ellen Turner Gould said with a laugh. 

She along with Ann Callaghan Allen and Terry Quigley Patrick are busy trying to track down classmates and organize the reunion. 

"One thing that strikes me is that all three of us have long-term marriages, two of the couples from high school," Gould observed. 

"To tag on to Ellen's comment about long-lasting relationships, my husband and I met in high school and there are two other couples I can think of off the top of my head who met in high school, later married and are still married," Allen said. "They are Jeanne Halleran Richmond and Gregg Richmond and Carolyn Janus Dowdle and John Dowdle." 

"The next thing I think of in high school is the fashions. The mini skirts, the tent dresses, the ironed, long hair, and of course the blue jeans," Gould recalls. "Murray actually paid a lot of money for a suede vest lined in lamb's wool (we still have it) to look like Sonny Bono. That was wicked cool at the time. We bring it out for our kids to laugh at at regular intervals." 

"In 1967 when I got married, as well as graduating from high school, my parents put my wedding reception on at the Polish Club, because we could get the hall for free (my father was a "member") and our family members each helped with making the food for the reception," recalls Carol Russ McCarthy. 

"I think Oswego in 1967 was the bridge from the simple and serene to a life that became increasingly conflicted and complex. An old friend from high school once said on a rare visit home, 'Oswego was a great place to get started, and it might be a pretty good place to end.' I don't think a lot of us from the class of '67 envisioned Oswego in our futures," Allen said. 

After graduation, she was ready for new adventures in places far away and far different, she added. 

"And, to a great extent, I've been able to do that. Now Oswego is a refuge and I appreciate it in ways I never thought possible," she said. "John and I bought property on the lake and we're building a retirement home there. We've experienced a lot of life in places that are conflicted and complex and we're looking forward to going back where it's simple and serene." 

From her days at Oswego Catholic High School, Allen said she remembers earth science with Mr. Cali, the Junior Variety Show and the Senior Play, CYO and staging "Rebel without a Cause" with Father Valky directing. 

Her memories also include KE sorority, the social events, summers swimming at Sheldon Beach or Fair Haven, and the fish and chips at Rudy's. 

"I remember desperately wanting my driver's license, which I finally obtained after three tries," Allen said. 

She also remembers "walking everywhere, even when I did manage to get my driver's license!" 

Her high school days provided her with a great circle of friends, "most of whom I still connect with even though they're in Tennessee, Hawaii, Nevada, New Jersey, and New Hampshire." 

"The biggest change in the last 40 years, first of all, the Internet, of course. Right next to that is the current use of the cell phones. I don't know if the children, or most of the older folks, for that matter, even know how to use a pay phone anymore," McCarthy said. 

"I think we are the first generation to share our music with our kids. The music hasn't changed from 1967 until now," Gould noted. "My boys think the Beatles and the Rolling Stones are great and who'd think they'd still be performing today?" 

"College wasn't an option for so many of my generation, unless the money was there," McCarthy noted. "Now, the kids don't get to make the choice; there is no question, you go." 

For more information regarding the reunion and to add your name and contact information to the class lists, contact the following: 

For Oswego Catholic High, Terry Quigley Patrick, email: tqpat@aol.com 

For Oswego High School, Ellen Turner Gould, email: 
ellenturnergould@yahoo.com
