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The South African struggle against racism seems, at first glance, to be one of the few success stories of the global human rights movement. After over three hundred years of domination by whites, the black majority took power in a peaceful election in 1994. The struggle for self-determination by South Africa's black population was a long and bloody one in which the white government employed every stratagem to hold onto power-massive social engineering schemes, divide and rule tactics, propaganda, political repression, state-sponsored violence, torture and murder. This desperate effort to hold on to power ultimately failed in the race of determined internal opposition and an world wide anti-apartheid crusade. 
The question remains, however, whether the transition to majority rule symbolized by Nelson Mandela's swearing in as president after 27 years as a political prisoner really changed fundamentally the situation in South Africa. Most of the affluent South Africans are white and most of the poor are black. Many Africans still live in "informal settlements" that are little more than shanty towns without electricity, water, or sanitation facilities. Educational standards remain unequal and residential areas remain largely segregated. 
The course will rely heavily on Blackboard for assignments, communication, etc. Every Le Moyne student has a Blackboard account assigned to him or her. Here are a couple of suggestions: 

· You MUST access your Blackboard account as soon as possible because almost all important course materials will be posted on Blackboard and only on Blackboard. Be sure that the e-mail address listed for your blackboard account is the ONE YOU USE! Do that by going to the Personal Information section and entering the proper e-mail account. Be sure to then open your e-mail to view in the Set Privacy section. 

· If your e-mail is a hotmail account, you may have some trouble getting emails from blackboard and if you use AOL the browser will not support Blackboard. If either of these is the case go this site http://www.lemoyne.edu/blackboard/index_students.htm and find the tips and hints section. That will give you a way to fix what can be fixed.

· If you use hotmail, AOL, or another e-mail as your primary account, you should have all mail forwarded from your Le Moyne account to your primary one. Do this by following the steps outlined in http://www.lemoyne.edu/blackboard/index_students.htm 
To Access library materials from an off campus computer, you must set your proxy-server. If you don't do this you can't get full text versions of articles except on Le Moyne comupters.
Course Objectives
By the end of the course students should understand
1. the history of South Africa with its 350 years of racism, violence and oppression
2. how the people managed to free themselves from the apartheid system of social engineering 
3. what the road ahead looks like. The challenges face as they as they confront the demands of political, economic, social, and attitudinal transforamtion would be daunting enough, but add to that the burden of an AIDS/HIV pandemic and things look grim, indeed.
 

Reading:
This course will require a lot of reading. The following books are required:
Mandela, Nelson. Long Walk to Freedom
Brink, Andre A Dry White Season
Mathabane, Mark. Kaffir Boy
Tutu, Desmond. No Future Without Forgivness
Goodman, David Fault Lines
In addition, you will be asked to read web-based information linked on the syllabus and xerox handouts.
 

Assignments
Everyone will be required to write four (of five) reaction papers to the book-length readings (3-5ppg)  10 pts each (40%)
Everyone must do one presentation to the class and write a paper 5+ pages upon which that presentation is based. These will NOT be based upon internet research alone. (25%)
Everyone must write three brief essays (3-5 pp) on topics of his/her choice (10 % each—30%)

Class Participation/attendance (5%)

Graduate Education student requirements:

In addition to the above required activities, graduate education students are required to prepare:


A set of eight related primary documents relating to the course content and to fashion a set of Document Based Question (DBQs) derived from those documents.  As an additional methodological exercise, each student will be asked to prepare a set of responses that are prototypes of a “fair” a “good” and an “excellent” response to each question. 


Each student will be required to survey the New York State Curriculum (see, Social Studies Resource Guide with Core Curriculum; www.nysed.gov) and determine an appropriate topic for a lesson that is covered in the content of the course. They will then prepare an extended lesson plan (spanning several days) what will connect the course content to the state syllabus topics and to appropriate instructional methodologies.

Ephemeria
The Flag of South Africa:
National Anthem
A Map of South Africa

Important web sites:

African National Congress, South Africa's ruling party

South African Government web site

Media:
Watch the national news:
l
SABC News bulletins

The Mail and Guardian 

Other Media outlets in South Africa
Coures Outline
August 28: Introduction and overview of the course

Historical time-line
Distribute Handouts:
Powerpoint Introduction 
September 4: Origins of apartheid
Readings:-hand outs:
US Study Commission on Apartheid: "The Road to Apartheid"
In defense of apartheid: A speech defending apartheid and W.W.M. Eiselen, "Harmonious Multi-community Development", Optima, 1959.
Video: Witness to Apartheid
How did apartheid work to keep 80+ percent of the population in a subservient position for as long as it did?
September 11: How apartheid worked
Reading: Mathabane, Kaffir Boy 
Do you regard Mark Mathababe's struggle as "heroic" as some have called it? Some suggest that by violating the sports boycotts he undercut the liberation struggle. What do you think about that. 
September 18:More on Apartheid? 

Reading: Brink, Dry White Season
Video of Woza Albert 
Do you think that what Ben DuToit did was heroic? Why or why not?
September 25: 
Cry Freedom--
October 2: Internal pressures-the Movement
Read: Mandela, pp: 1- 261 

Umkhonto weSizwe (Spear of the Nation)
Video: Generations of Resistance
Why did the ANC give up its long-held commitment to non-violent protest in the 1960s? Would a Ghandi-like passive resistance strategy work in South Africa? 
October 9: Internal II --Black Consciousness vs. Charterist
Ralph Lawrence visits
Reading: Mandela 265-625 
Freedom Charter
Biko, I write what I like (handout)
Video of Mandela Release
By being a non-racial, inclusive politcal organization, did the ANC preclude the chance of creating a genuine revolution in South Africa. Would the BCM of the PAC have been more likely to cause genuine structural change in SA?
October 16: External Pressures-global movement 
Reading: Boyd, "Globalization and the Anti-Apartheid Struggle"
What were the major global forces that moved South Africa toward ending Apartheid?
Jeff Cronk--The UN and Apartheid
Elena Swistak--Afrikaner Myths
Brian Gallagher--Music
Andy Friot--Sanctions
Chris Martin--Sports 

 

October 23 Transition
Building a just political structure--The South African Bill of Rights vs the US Bill of Rights 
Chris Roody--South African Bill of Rights
Erica DiPaolo--The Dutch Reformed Church
Samia Mahalouf--South Africa and Palistine: a Comparson
Cecilia O"connor--the role of youth in the Movement
October 30: The transition Politics of change--
Videos about the transition
November 6: Reconciliation-TRC 
TRC Web Site
Readings:Tutu, No Future Without Forgivness
Video of TRC
Do you think that the concept behind the TRC is a viable one? Given all the bad things done in the name of apartheid and the anti-apartheid struggle, can people truly put the past behind them, as Tutu suggests?
Greg Croft: Inkatha Freedom Party
Jana Fults- Radical Political Organizations (AZAPO, PAC) 

November 13: Challenges of the future I
Reconstruction and Development Program (RDP) Read this short version and refer to the web site 
RDP Monitor website
Reforming education 
Mike Telesca: RDP and Development
AIDS The battle with HIV/AIDS African AIDS slide show
Mbeki's odd stance
Alyce Pernisi and Rose MacGowan: AIDS
November 20: Challenges of the future II
Sean Carbury: ??
Danielle Britton: Women and the future
Poverty-maldistribution of income
Housing
Reading: Godman, Fault Lines
Where do we go from here? What do you think the future holds for South Africa?
December 4: Wrap-up session
Christina DeJoseph: politics of Wine
 

