International Politics--Politics in a Global World

Political Science 361

Barron Boyd

Mitchell Hall 109, ext. 4293

This course is designed to provide an overview of some of the dynamics of the modern, thoroughly globalized world.  It will look at some of the traditional elements of international relations-states, treaties, the "high politics" of military power, and the problems of power management.  It will examine the basis of the current international regime-the rules and regulations that emerged after the Peace of Westphalia (1648) which ended the 30 Years War and ushered in the modern international system.

It will go beyond that, however, and explore the foundations of the modern much more globalized system and look at the dilemmas posed by the phenomenon known as "globalization."  It will probe the development of both non-state actors like the UN (above) and Amnesty International (below), and the human rights system.  It will use as cases, the development of women's rights as an emerging area of global concern, and the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a way of counteracting the inherent fragmentation and pluralism of the post-Westphalia system.

Along the way, the course will look at the complex global international economic system that garners so many headlines but which is so poorly understood by most people.

Though the course is not a “current events” exercise, real-world events will inevitably guide our discussions. You should, therefore, be prepared to keep up with event in the world, either though news magazines: 

Time (http://www.time.com/time), 

Newsweek (http://www.msnbc.com/news/NW-front_Front.asp), 

US News and World Report (http://www.usnews.com/usnews). 

Most newspapers are available online:

The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com) 

Washington Post (http://www.washingtonpost.com/) 

are particularly good for coverage of world events. 

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml 

provides an international perspective on news from around the world. 

A truly extraordinary site, http://www.kidon.com/media-link/index.shtml gives locations of media outlets—papers, magazines, video, radio—from around the world. 

All students will use www.blackboard.lemoyne.edu to keep up with messages, deadlines, and grades.

The course will rely heavily on Blackboard for assignments, communication, etc.  You may access it through the URL: http://blackboard.lemoyne.edu. Every Le Moyne student has a Blackboard account assigned to them. Here are a couple of suggestions:

· You MUST access your blackboard account as soon as possible because almost all important course materials will be posted on Blackboard and only on Blackboard. Be sure that the email address listed for your blackboard account is the ONE YOU USE!  Do that by going to the Personal Information section and entering the right email account.  Be sure to then open your email to view in the Set Privacy section. 
· If your email is a hotmail account, you may have some trouble getting emails from blackboard and if you use AOL the browser will not support Blackboard.  If either of these is the case go this site http://www.lemoyne.edu/blackboard/index_students.htm and find the tips and hints section.  That will give you a way to fix what can be fixed.
· If you use hotmail, AOL, or another email as your primary account, you should have all mail forwarded from your Le Moyne account to your primary one.  Do this by following the steps outlined in http://www.lemoyne.edu/information_technology/lemoyne_link/foreward.htm 
Specific topics to be discussed in class will be found on your Blackboard calendar.  Deadlines for papers are also to be found on the calendar.  No extensions without prior authorization and approval.

I REALLY HATE PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING.  IF YOU ARE CAUGHT PLAGIARIZING OR CHEATING IN ANY WAY, YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL THE COURSE.

Books:  Exorcising the Ghost of Westphalia: Building World Order in the New Millennium 

by Gregory A. Raymond, Charles W., Jr. Kegley (Paperback

Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are Reshaping the World 

by Benjamin R. Barber, Andrea Schulz (Editor)

A World Made New: Eleanor Roosevelt and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

by Mary Ann Glendon

Assignments:  Tuesday Quizes:   10% of the grade



Thursday Geography 10% of the grade



 Book reactions: 15% each (45%)



 Final Project  30%



 Attendance/Partcipation 5%

Course Schedule

The beginning of the course will stress the fundamentals of the international system-geography and basic concepts.  There will be a take-home exam due each Tuesday and a map quiz in class each Thursday.  

January 14: 
Introduction



In class diagnostic map quiz (Blackboard, Assignments)

Homework Assignment: Personal inventory (Blackboard, Assignments, find outline maps on BB External links)

January 16: Basics/ Why is there so much conflict in the world?

January 21: 
Building blocks of the System, States, nations, sovereignty, self-determination

Quiz I due

January 23:  

Map quiz: Latin America

January 27:   Who are the Actors and how do they differ?

Quiz II due

January 29:
The problem of power and International relations



Map Quiz: North America 

February 4:
How do we manage power?

Quiz III due 

February 6:
Nuclear strategy

Reading: Kegley and Raymond 1-3



Map Quiz: Middle East

February 11:
: Collective Security



Reading: Kegley and Raymond, Ch 4-5

February 13: 
No Class, Model UN

February 18:  Discussion of Kegley and Raymond



Reading: Kegley and Raymond, Ch 6-8 

February 20:
Globalization

Map Quiz: Europe

February 25: Jihad and Mc World

February 27: Map Quiz: Asia

March 11: Jihad and Mc World

March 13 Map quiz North/West Africa

March 18



Reading:  Jihad and Mc World

March 20 Map quiz: East and Southern Africa

March 25:



Reading:  Jihad and Mc World

March 27: 



Reading: Jihad and Mc World

April 1:

April 3 Presentations

April 8: Presentations

April 10: No Class

April 15 Presentations

April 22: Presentations

April 24: Presentations

April 29: Conclusion

May 1: Open

