
Scope and Methods/ Research MethodologyPRIVATE 


Political Science 202, Sociology 201


Spring 2004
Instructor:

Barron Boyd

Mitchell Hall, 109

Ext. 4293

Email: boyd@lemoyne.edu

This course will deal with HOW research on political and social issues is done.  We will cover the mechanics of research design--issues such as hypothesis formulation, operationalization of variables, measurement, reliability and validity, sampling, data sources, etc.  Each student will complete and present to class an empirical research project.

Texts: There is only one book for you to buy: Michael Corbett and Michael Le Roy’s “Research Methods in Political Science.”  This is a unique text that includes a floppy disk and a CD with a variety of data sets on it. These data sets and the exercises that accompany them in the text will form the basis for the course and your individual projects.

In addition you will be asked to use materials on reserve in the library and will be given Xerox copies of articles where necessary.

All students will use www.blackboard.lemoyne.edu to keep up with messages, deadlines, and grades.

Grades: Final grades will be computed on the basis of the following exercises:


Research project: (40pts.) You will be required to design and complete an empirical research project. This project can be on any topic you choose, so long as it involves the analysis of concrete data.  You should confine yourself to projects that can be done with he data provided with the text.  Part of the final grade on the project will be the quality of a presentation of your findings and methodology to the class.


Workbook Exercises:  (15 pts.) The text is a workbook that has a series of specific exercises to amplify and illustrate the material in the descriptive chapters and what we will discuss in class.  You must complete these exercises (on time) to get maximum benefit from the course.  Therefore, each exercise must be turned in on the day that it is due.  Failure to turn in an exercise on time will result in a deduction of points from the total. If not turned in at or before class (for whatever reason—left it in the car, disk broke, wouldn’t print, missed class, etc.) you get half off.  If not turned in by the next class, no credit, no kidding.  The only exception to this will be if you notify me before class that you are ill.  Then exercises can be turned in before the next class without penalty. The exercises will not be graded per se, but if you make a large number of mistakes, credit can (and will) be deducted for systematic error.

It is also important that everybody do her or his own work.  It is perfectly acceptable to work together on the mechanics of the computer work, but do your own work, don't copy others or let them copy yours.  To insure that you do your own work, be sure to follow the workbook's instructions when it says to PRINT a copy of the relevant screen.  Because the first time you sign on with the floppy disk you will have to give your name, each printout will include your name at the top of the page.  Failure to turn in the required printout will result in no credit for the exercise.


Empirical Research Analyses: (40 pts. 4 @ 10 pts. each) Each of you must complete five (of which four will count) analyses of articles about social or political phenomena.  I will give you a framework from which to work and you must tell me, among other things, what hypotheses are being tested, what variables are used, how those variables are operationalized, etc.  Once we begin this assignment, one of these will be due each week, and no extensions will be granted, except as specified above for illness.  As with the exercises, it is OK to work together on the ERAs, but do not copy other's work and turn in your own material.  Failure to do so will result in no credit for the ERA.

Data availability:  In your final projects you may rely on the data provided in your text’s CD.  You are also encouraged to consult with the SEAL lab on campus. The Social Science Empirical Analysis Laboratory (SEAL) is a resource for students looking for data and/or software for class projects, independent research and theses.  SEAL also offers consulting services to students related to the planning and execution of social science research projects.  SEAL’s workroom is available for student team projects at the request of supervising faculty.  Recently acquired data sets that may be of interest to Le Moyne students include: The Le Moyne-Zogby International “Contemporary Catholic Trends” Fall-01 National Survey The Cumulative General Social Survey The United Nations Women’s Indicators Database The US Census Urban Database For information, please visit the SEAL webpage. http://lemoyne.edu/seal/index.htm  For assistance, please feel free to contact: Pamela Jureller, Director (Ext. 4751).
Participation and Attendance: (5 pts.) You must attend class and participate in discussions.  I will take roll and more than five unexcused absences will result in a proportionate reduction in the final grade.


Course Outline:

Week One: Introduction and overview


Reading: Introduction and Ch. 1; Exercise 1 due January 15.

Week Two:  Measurement 1: Basic Ideas


Reading: Chapter 2; Exercise 2 due January 22.


First ERA due January 27.

Week Three: Measurement II: Types of Data


Reading: Chapter 3; Exercise 3 due January 29.


Second ERA due February 3.

Week Four: Variables, Variation, and Explanation


Reading: Chapter 4; Exercise 4 due February 5.


Third ERA due February 10.

Week Five: Hypotheses


Reading: Chapter 5; Exercise 5 due February  12.


Fourth ERA due February 17.

Week Six: Sampling 


Reading Chapter 6; Exercise 6 due February 19. 


Fifth ERA due February 24.

Week Seven: Data Preparation and Entry


Reading: Chapter 7; Exercise 7 due February 26.

Week Eight: Descriptive Statistics;  Cross tabulations

Reading: Chapters 8 and 9; Exercise 8 due March 9, Exercise 9 due March 11.

Class held in Library on March 16th

March 18 no class

Week Nine: Cross-tabs, Statistical Tests and Analysis of Variance
Reading: Chapters 10 and 11.  Exercise 10 due March 23; Exercise 11 due March 25. 

Week Eleven: Controlling for Third Variables

Reading: Chapter 12; Exercise 12 due March 30.

Week Twelve: Correlation and Regression
Reading: Chapter 13; Exercise 13 due April 1.

April 6:  Correlation and Multiple Regression


Discuss presentations

April 8: Presentations
April 13: Presentations

April 15: Presentations

April 20: Presentations

April 22: Presentations

April 27: Presentations

April 29: OPEN
