Request for Honors Program Funding

2/16/2005

The Integral Honors Program is one of the strengths of Le Moyne College, providing some of the brightest of our students with a challenging interdisciplinary experience.  If Le Moyne is to attract the best students to come here and become part of the Honors Program, these potential students and their parents need a very positive introduction to the college and to the Honors Program.  For example, it would be great to bring the awardees of Presidential, Dean’s, Loyola, and Ignatian scholarships, who will be on campus on Sunday, March 13, through the Honors House as one of the attractions of the Integral Honors Program at Le Moyne College.  However, the Honors House would at present not provide a positive first impression of the Honors Program or the college!  While recent renovations have made it vastly more functional for teaching courses, the appearance of the house is quite underwhelming, making it a place to actually avoid bringing these potential Honors students to.  Windows have cracked yellowed shades, the furniture is worn, sconce light fixtures have been painted over and look terrible, floor lamps have to be leaned into corners to stand up, and the rug and runner on the downstairs floor are old and shabby.  While the house in architecturally very interesting, it has suffered from neglect.

The purpose of this request is to make the kinds of cosmetic improvements that would make the Honors House an attractive and functional asset to the college, ideal for activities such as receptions to attract potential Honors students (if we build it they will come), as well as for other Honors Program (and perhaps other campus) activities requiring very nice surroundings (receptions for guest lecturers, etc.).  Jim Dishaw has been very helpful with suggestions concerning some of the renovations requested below.  Paint will be supplied by the Physical Plant, and Honors students have volunteered to do cleanup and painting.

Installation of room air conditioning
$1000.00    

     (computer room downstairs and the upstairs classroom)

Ceiling fans (living room, upstairs office)
  $400.00

Light fixtures (2 each in living room, computer room, kitchen)
  $500.00

Window treatments (blinds and curtains or drapes) for

     a total of 33 windows (downstairs and upstairs)
$3000.00 

Rugs (9’ x 12’) for 2 rooms downstairs and mats for entryway
  $500.00

New couch and loveseat, chairs
$2000.00

Floor lamps (2) and table lamps (2)
  $400.00

Artwork (framed posters)
  $400.00

Bulletin board for entryway, sign
  $200.00

Microwave oven
  $200.00

In addition to funds for these improvements, I would also like to request funds to enable junior and senior Honors students and myself to attend the North-East National Collegiate Honors Council (of which we are a member) Annual Honors Conference. ( For 2005, held April 7-10 in Pine Barrens, NJ.)

Registration (Director and 6 students @$130)
  $910.00

Hotel (3 rooms for 3 nights @ $130; Pine Barrens)
$1170.00

Conference total:
$2080.00

Total requested:
$10,680.00

