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Honors 402--The World of the Other

(May 19-June 17, 2008)
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Guatemala City (May 19-May 23), Quetzaltenango (May 24-June 6) , Chichicastenango (June 6-June 9),  Antigua Guatemala (June 9-June 14), El Petén (June 14-June 16), Guatemala (June 16-June 17), and Syracuse

Le Moyne Professors: Mario Sáenz (Philosophy) and Orlando Ocampo (Foreign Languages)

Guatemalan Professors: Marcia de Schwank, Federico Fahsen, Jorge Fuentes, Sebastián Lennhoff, Carlos Cabarrús, Manuel Salazar Tetzagüic, Dennis Leder, Antonio Cuxil

Texts:

In Syracuse:

Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchú

Anonymous, Dennis Tedlock, translator, Popol Vuh

In Guatemala:

Miguel Ángel Asturias, The President

Rosario Ferre, "The Youngest Doll" 

Rosario Castellanos, "Culinary Lesson"

Augusto Monterroso, "Mr. Taylor"

Gabriel García Márquez, "The Funerals of Mama Grande"

Luisa Valenzuela, "The Censors"

Ernesto Cardenal, "Psalm 5”

Jorge Luis Borges, "The Lottery in Babylon"

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas

Fidel Castro,  History Will Absolve Me

Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Multitude (selections)
Gustavo Gutiérrez, “Towards a Theology of Liberation”

Ofelia Schutte, “Feminism and Globalization Processes in Latin America”

Iván Petrella, “Latin American Liberation Theology, Globalization, and Historical Projects: From Critique to Construction”

Additional Texts:

Rafael Cervantes Martínez et al, Transnationalization, The State, and Political Power

María Mercedes Jaramillo, Latin American Feminism and the New Challenges of Globalization

EZLN, “Sixth Declaration of the Selva Lacandona”

Movies:

When The Mountains Tremble

Discovering Dominga

The Silence of Neto

Men With Guns

Missing

Why We Fight

Babaco

The Official Story 

Guatemala City--

Tuesday 20 May:


10-noon: Prof. Marcia de Schwank, Museo de Arte Moderno--Special Exhibit of Central American Art

 
3:00p.m.-5:00 p.m.: Arq. Federico Fahsen: Mayan Epigraphy.

 

Wednesday 21 May:


9:00-11:00 a.m.:  Prof. Jorge Fuentes, Associate Dean, Department of Political Science, Universidad Rafael Landívar: Politics in Guatemala


11:15 a.m.- 1:15 p.m.: Prof. Sebastián Lenhoff, Universidad Rafael Landívar: The Music of Guatemala

 

Thursday 22 May:

9:00-11:00 a.m.: Prof. Carlos Cabarrús, Department of Social Work, Universidad Rafael Landívar: Human Development in Guatemala


11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m.: Prof. Manuel Salazar, Professor of Linguistics, Universidad Rafael Landívar: Mayan Cosmovisión
 

Friday 23 May:

10:00 a.m.-12:00 n.: Prof. Dennis Leder, S.J., Dean, Department of Theology : On the Architecture of La Merced Church (in situ).

Monday 26 May:

Miguel Angel Asturias, The President (Ocampo)

Tuesday 27 May:

Miguel Ángel Asturias, The President
Augusto Monterroso, “Mr. Taylor”

Ernesto Cardenal, “Hear My Cries” (Orlando Ocampo)

Wednesday 28 May:

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas (Sáenz)

Thursday 29 May:

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas (Sáenz)

Friday 30 May:

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas

EZLN, “Sixth Declaration of the Selva Lacandona”

(Sáenz)

Movie: La Historia Oficial (Ocampo)

Saturday 31 May:

Trip to Zunil: Visit to Maximón/San Simón

Monday 2 June:

Gustavo Gutiérrez: “Towards a Theology of Liberation”

Iván Petrella, ,“Latin American Liberation Theology, Globalization,  

and Historical Projects: From Critique to Construction” (Saenz)

Tuesday 3 June:
Ofelia Schutte, “Feminism and Globalization Processes in Latin America”

María Mercedes Jaramillo, “Latin American Feminism and the New Challenges of Globalization”
Rosario Castellanos, “Cooking Lesson” (Ocampo)

Wednesday 4 June:

Rosario Ferré, “The Youngest Doll”

Gabriel García Márquez, “The Funeral of Mama Grande”

Fabián Dobles, “Self-Defense”

Carmen Naranjo, “And we sold the rain” (Ocampo)

Thursday 5 June:
Luisa Valenzuela, “The Censors,” “The Best Shod”

Jorge Luis Borges, “The Lottery in Babylon” (Ocampo) 

Movie: Missing (Saenz)

Monday 9 June:

Castro, “History Will Absolve Me”

(Saenz)

Tuesday 10 June:

Hardt and Negri, Multitude (Saenz)

Movie, Why We Fight (Ocampo)

Wednesday 11 June:
Hardt and Negri, Multitude (Sáenz)

Thursday 12 June:

Hardt and Negri, Multitude (Sáenz)

Rafael Cervantes Martínez et al, Transnationalization, The State, and Political Power
Friday 13 June:

Movie: Babaco (Ocampo)

Tikal

Sunday 15 June:


All Day: Antonio Cuxil, Mayanist: The Culture and the Society of the Maya, Classic Period
Note: All Class Sessions will be in English

Course Description:

An interdisciplinary course on the contemporary world that will address philosophical, social, religious, literary, and scientific issues from diverse perspectives, within a context of modernization, underdevelopment, and dependency.

Objectives:

· To acquaint the student with the lives and experiences of people in another culture.
· To help the student appreciate the artistic and literary achievements of Indigenous and Latin American artists.
· To sensitize the student to the effects of globalization in a poor country.
· To help the student understand the relationship between social relations and the natural environment.
· To help the student become cognizant of environmental degradation in today’s world.
· To help the student reflect on the consequences of an unequal distribution of wealth.
The course will include readings, but it will emphasize discussion and observation because of the nature of the course: The country itself and our experiences will be our most important texts. 

Students will be encouraged to pursue personal interests (e.g., the study of music; the making of masks; critical examination of Latin American literature, for instance, magical realism, one of the better known products of Latin American literature; huipil weaving; pottery; ecological study, indigenous cosmovisions; archeological exploration), as you weave them with issues of globalization and postcoloniality in the contemporary world. 

When we come back to Le Moyne, and as part of the grade, students will be expected to organize a conference on Guatemala and give a presentation to the Le Moyne community on some aspect of their studies/experiences/compositions done/lived/created for this course.

On The Teaching of the Course in Guatemala:

An understanding of globalization—one of the major issues of the day—requires an understanding of its effects on the poor of the poor countries. As you know, 1.2 billion people live today in abject poverty, and the gap between the rich and the poor is growing: as some countries of the so-called third world have become wealthy, a larger number have become poorer. A more direct experience of some negative effects of globalization will help you appreciate better both the negative and the positive aspects of the new global conditions that have been emerging during the past two decades.

In many respects, Guatemala is not like most of Latin America. The gap between rich and poor is greater than average, the cultural, economic, and political separation between “ladino” and indigenous is deeper than in most of Latin America; the economy is not nearly as developed as it is in many other places in Latin America. So, in those respects we will not be traveling to a “typical” Latin American country.

In terms of cultural production, elán vital, and the aesthetic sense of life, we will learn quite a bit that will be worthwhile for our spiritual development. The sense of religiousness (that is, the feeling for the transcendent) and—for those of us who are philosophers—the intellectual attitude of wonder and amazement regarding the totality of the horizon, are both highly developed in Guatemalan culture. The attunement to absolute alterity to which I refer, whether religious or philosophical, brings together and at times keeps separate Mayan, Catholic, and syncretistic religions and philosophies. As we open ourselves to novelty, Guatemalan “metaphysics” will prove to be quite challenging.

Grade Distribution:

Class Participation: 25% of the total grade.

5 Journal Entries: 25% of the total grade (Due in Guatemala; Due on dates TBA).

Reflection Essay: 25% of the total grade (Due on date TBA).

Conference/Workshop Presentation: 25% of the total grade (Latino History Month).

Note on Journal Entries:

Each journal entry should be approximately 1 1/2 - 2 pages (handwritten). This is not a diary or a travelogue. Each journal entry should reflect on some aspect of Guatemalan reality that you have experienced and on some reading for the course. That is, you may use the course readings to analyze some aspect of Guatemalan reality, or you may draw on some aspect of Guatemalan reality to challenge or reflect on one of the assigned readings. Journal entries will be collected and returned on a weekly basis. At the end of the course, each student will submit a compact portfolio collecting all the journal entries (with any faculty comments) for faculty to review the progress of your thinking during the course.

Note on Reflection Essays:

Reflection essays will be copied and shared with all students in the course so that you have a chance to learn from one another's reflections. This sharing of reflection essays will also give you a foundation for beginning to plan the conference/workshop presentation.

For the reflection essay, you should choose one of your journal entries and expand it, drawing more broadly on readings for the course and in greater-depth on your observations of Guatemalan reality. Again, you should use readings to help you analyze what you have experienced in Guatemala, or you should draw on your Guatemalan experience to challenge or comment on readings for the course.
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Texts:

Preparatory Texts, Presentations, and Movies:

Spring 2005:

George Sanderlin, ed., Witness: Writings of Bartolomé de Las Casas,

Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchú,

When the Mountains Tremble (movie documentary: directed by Pamela Yates, narrated by Rigoberta Menchú),

Remembering Dominga (movie documentary),

Sáenz, “Rigoberta Menchú and Latin American Philosophy” and “ An Extremely Short History of Guatemala,”

The Silence of Neto (movie drama: directed by Luis Argueta),

Victor Perera, Unfinished Conquest (selection),

Greg Grandin, The Blood of Guatemala (selection),

Popol Vuh,

Charles Beirne, S.J., Talk on Guatemala.

Movies in Guatemala:

Men With Guns (John Sayles, Director)

Missing (Costa Gavras, Director)

The Last Supper (Gutiérrez Alea, Director)

No volverán: The Venezuelan Revolution Now

Texts in Guatemala:

Ankie Hoogvelt, Globalization and the Postcolonial World

Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Multitude

Enrique Dussel, The Invention of the Americas

Elsa Támez, “Toward a Rereading of Galatians from the Reality of the Free Market”

Augusto Monterroso, Complete Works and Other Stories

Miguel Ángel Asturias, The President

Ofelia Schutte, “Feminism and Globalization Processes in Latin America”

Other texts will be chosen in the next few weeks
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