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Honors 201
The Renaissance and the Birth of Modernity
Le Moyne College, Fall 2007 

Class meetings: MW 5:30-8:30pm, GH 416

Dr. Jennifer Glancy

Dr. Sherilyn Smith

Dr. Peter Wozniak

RH 237, x4232

SC410

 GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ pwozniak@mph.net
 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ glancy@lemoyne.edu

 GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ smithsg@lemoyne.edu
 GOTOBUTTON BM_4_ wozniap@lemoyne.edu
Honors 201 is an interdisciplinary approach to the main contours of western culture in the period from the close of the Middle Ages to the French Revolution, a period in which Europe interacted significantly with its borders and with the New World.  Students are expected to hone analytical skills essential for understanding complex questions in various areas of the human experience, and to develop a level of comfort with participating in the life of the mind.   To that end, the instructors will present material from a range of disciplines and in a variety of manners.

Goals and Objectives:  Students, by the conclusion of the course, should be able to

1. demonstrate independent, critical, and creative thinking in classroom discussion and in written assignments

2. articulate the historical constitution of the time and the major cultural developments during the period

3. demonstrate an understanding of the controversies and the complexity of connections among various areas of western culture (religion, science, art, economics, etc.) that shaped each other as well as historical events during this period

4. interpret quantitative information, written texts (both primary and secondary), and various forms of artistic expression

5. competently deliver and critique oral presentations, both formal and informal

6. write clear, effective, and mechanically correct prose for both formal and informal assignments, and use bibliographic references correctly

Required Texts: The following texts contain the bulk of the required reading assignments for the course.  In addition, occasional shorter primary texts and secondary readings will be made available.

-Machiavelli, The Prince
-Brown, The Renaissance

-The Protestant Reformation: Major Documents ed. Spitz

-Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre
-Lessing, Nathan the Wise
-Voltaire, Candide

-Beik, Louis XIV and Absolutism
-Hunt, The French Revolution and Human Rights
-Perlin, A Forest Journey: The Role of Wood in the Development of Civilization
-Crosby, Ecological Imperialism
-de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies
-A pilgrim's journey: The Autobiography of Ignatius of Loyola

-Rousseau, Social Contract
-Blake, Marriage of Heaven and Hell: A Facsimile in Full Color

-Tempest (Arden Shakespeare) 

-Othello (Arden Shakespeare) 

-Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare)

(Note on Blake and Shakespeare: You can obtain the Blake reading on line, but the volume I suggest buying is cheap and I think we read Blake differently if we have a sense of his visual project. With Shakespeare, yes there are other editions out there, but I hope you obtain the ones I suggest. – JG) 

Course Requirements
Students should come to class having completed the reading assigned for the day.  

Attendance and participation are required.  Students who have more than 4 absences will normally be expected to drop the course or to have their grade reduced by a full letter for each absence over the fifth one.  Participation in all activities including films and outings is also required: when attendance is absolutely impossible or financially difficult, those unable to be at specific events will be assigned make-up work.

The final grade will be computed as follows:

A. Class Participation: 15%  

B. Essay Midterm: 15%

C. Final Examination: 20%

D. Two (2) short, analytic papers (@4-6 pages): 20% Each analytic paper should be text-based and should either explore one text or compare two texts.  Analytic papers should address a well-defined problem or question.  While these are no not research papers, students may find that they have to pursue research to answer particular questions.  A student may submit a draft of each analytic paper to ONE professor.  He or she should submit that professor’s comments along with the final draft of his or her analytic papers.  ANALYTIC PAPERS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN TRIPLICATE, although students should expect to receive two sets of comments.

E. Research project: 30% The final paper should be 15 pages + bibliography and endnotes (If the student prefers to use footnotes, or to include citation information in the body of the paper, the paper should be correspondingly longer.)  Students are responsible for submitting an initial draft of a research questions and for securing permission (which is not automatic) to pursue that question: students should expect to refine the research question before securing approval.  Students are required to submit a bibliography and revised statement of the research question; to submit a 2 page summary of work in progress to class( this will be done via blackboard) and to present research on the date assigned to class: to submit a complete first draft to a mentor and to submit THREE copies of final draft (although ultimately students may expect to receive two sets of comments on paper).  Mentors will inform students of other deadlines and of willingness to review additional materials (e.g., a second draft of the paper).  Finally, each student should submit to the mentor, along with the final paper, a portfolio of materials including all items listed in this paragraph along with written comments, if any, on research presentations, and any other material submitted to the mentor over the course of the semester (complete with mentor’s comments, where available).

Tentative Class Schedule

8/27
Introduction / The Renaissance 

 (PW)

8/29
Renaissance / Medicine and Disease 

 (PW / SS)

9/5
Medicine and Disease II / Machiavelli

 (SS / PW)

9/10
European Views of Others / Ecological Impact of Exploration

(JG / SS)

9/12
Ecological Impacts / The Protestant Revolution

 (SS / PW)

9/17
Luther / Calvin 

 (JG / PW)

9/19
Ignatius Loyola / Elizabethan England

 (JG / PW)

Due date for preliminary formulation of research question. You may indicate  preference for mentor, but mentors will be assigned by faculty based on compatibility of research interests. Preliminary formulation of research question should be submitted in triplicate.

9/24
Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice and Othello

 (JG)

9/26
Shakespeare: The Tempest / The Birth of Modern Science
(JG / SS)

10/1
Birth of Modern Science: Newton
(Chad Gregory)

10/3
The Return of Martin Guerre

 (PW)

By this date students should have secured final approval of mentors for formulation of research question.

10/10
Class trip: Dangerous Liaisons

Due date for analytic paper #1.

10/15
The Ottoman Empire / Birth of Modern Science

(PW / SS)

Due date for bibliography and revised statement of research question.

10/17
Science and superstition: witches / Review

 (all three)

10/22
MIDTERM

10/24
Stuart England / Religion in North America
(Darryl Caterine)
By Friday, 10/26, each student should submit a 2 page précis of research project to blackboard. Précis should include statement of research question, outline of your approach to the question, and preliminary statement of your findings. 

10/29
Religion in North America

(Darryl Caterine)

10/31
student presentations / Louis XIV and Absolutism

11/5
student presentations / Scottish and English Enlightenment 

(PW)

11/7
Adam Smith / Thomas Hobbes
 (David Andrews / JG)


11/12 

READING = Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” 




(JG)
READING: Lessing, “Nathan the Wise” 





(PW)
11/14

Ancien Regime 








(PW)
READING: Voltaire, “Candide” 






(PW)
11/19

Ridicule (in-class movie)

COMPLETE FIRST DRAFTS OF TERM PAPERS ARE DUE TO MENTORS; WHETHER TO REVIEW A SECOND DRAFT OF A TERM PAPER IS THE DECISION OF THE MENTOR.

11/26

READING: Rousseau, Social Contract





(JG)
Origins of the French Revolution 






(PW)
11/28

Historiography








(PW)
READING: French Revolution and Human Rights excerpts as posted on Blackboard 
(JG)
DATE BY WHICH MENTORS WILL PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH COMMENTS ON FIRST DRAFTS

11/30 DUE DATE FOR ANALYTIC PAPER #2. (SUBMIT ELECTRONICALLY. INDIVIDUAL FACULTY MEMBERS MAY REQUEST THAT YOU SUBMIT HARD COPY ON 12/3.)

12/3

Origins of Romanticism 







(PW)
READING: Blake, Marriage of Heaven and Hell 




(JG)
12/5 

READING: Blake, MHH con’t 






(JG)
Review for final







 (JG, PW, SS)
12/10 TERM PAPER IS DUE. SUBMIT IN TRIPLICATE. SUBMIT PORTFOLIO OF WORK TO MENTOR.

12/12   Final













