HUMANITIES 202: The Modern World (The 19th and 20th Centuries)

Spring 2001

Instructors:
   Dr. Elizabeth Hayes, Department of English

   Dr. Mario Sáenz, Department of Philosophy

From the rise of absolute reason to its precipitous fall, from the transcendental subject to the emergence of the Other from within and the irruption of others without, this course is an inter-disciplinary reflection on the last two centuries. We expect the students to attain a level of mature reflection on the following topics: The dialectic of freedom and slavery from ante bellum United States to Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia; German Idealism and its shadow, historical materialism; literary modernism; the existentialist questioning of all foundations and the phenomenological recovery of sensuousness as the foundation of human subjectivity; postmodern critiques of the subject; the ideology of progress and the mistrust of “grand narratives”; magical realism; theological reflections for a postmodern (or late modern) world; and, finally, modern mass murder and the meaning of human rights today.

(Short) Texts on Reserve: 

Allen, “Christian Values in a Post-Christian Context”

Bordo, selection from The Flight to Objectivity

Darwin, selections from The Origin of the Species and The Descent of Man

Descartes, selections from Meditations on First Philosophy and The Passions of the Soul

Dickinson, selections

Freud, "The Oedipus Complex"

Fukuyama, “The End of History?”

Hemingway, "Hills Like White Elephants"

Jung, "The Principal Archetypes”

Hegel, “The Struggle for Recognition and the Master Slave Dialectic” (Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit)

Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
Lenin, selection from Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism

Marx, “Alienated Labor” (from 1844 Economic and Philosophic Masnuscripts), Capital (1- 3)

McKay, Hill, and Buckler, A History of World Societies

Norton Anthology of World Masterpieces

Ortega y Gasset, Man and People (selections)

Schneiders, “Does the Bible Have a Postmodern Message?”

Walker, The Color Purple

Texts in Bookstore (Also on Reserve):
Lawrence, Inherit the Wind
Dickens, Hard Times (Norton Critical Edition)

Faulkner, As I Lay Dying

Foucault, Discipline and Punish

Hegel, Reason in History 

Kafka, The Metamorphosis

Naylor, Mama Day


Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals

Sartre, No Exit and Three Other Plays

Required Work:


Student-led discussion, 10 %


10 minipapers, 30 %


Interdisciplinary research project, 25 %


Midterm exam, 10 %


Final exam (cumulative), 15 %


Class participation, 10 %

Schedule of Classes:

1/17 Introduction to the course

1/19 The Cartesian Project: Descartes and Modernity. Selections from Descartes, Meditations, The Passions of the Soul; selections from Bordo, Flight to Objectivity
1/22 Naylor, Mama Day  - Student-led Discussion

1/24 Mama Dayscartes: Magic Realism versus Rationalism

1/25 Play: Syracuse Stage: Blues from an Alabama Sky
1/26 Discussion of  Blues from an Alabama Sky
1/29 The history of the transcendental subject: From Kant to Hegel. Hegel, Reason in History

1/31 Hegel, selections from the Phenomenology of Spirit
2/2 The materialization of the struggle for recognition. A 19th century version: Marx, selections from Alienated Labor. A 20th century version: Beauvoir, selections from The Second Sex.

2/5 Marx, selections from Capital

2/7 History and its end. Marx, selections from The German Ideology; Lenin, selections from Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism.  Student-led Discussion

2/9 Dickens, Hard Times.   Student-led discussion

2/12 Dickens, Hard Times

2/14 The demotion of the subject. Darwin and evolution (Guest Speaker: Sherilyn Smith) (first hour)

         Lawrence, Inherit the Wind (second hour)

2/16 19th Century North American Religious Experience (Guest Speaker: Jennifer Glancy)

2/ 19 Dickinson, poems 341, 435, 449, 465, 657, 712, 754, 1129, 1207 (On reserve)

2/21 Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl   Student-led discussion

2/23 Slave Resistance in the Americas (Guest Speaker: Doug Egerton)

2/26 Movie: La última cena (The Last Supper)

2/28 The Affirmation of the Other. From Las Casas to Menchu. Menchu, I Rigoberta Menchu

Student-led discussion

3/3 Midterm Examination

3/12 Beyond and Behind the Subject. Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals

3/14 Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals

3/16 Freud and Jung. Selections: Freud, "The Oedipus Complex"; Jung, "The Principal Archetypes." Other Readings: Sophocles, Oedipus the King (or Oedipus Rex); "Hansel and Gretel"; "Myth of Persephone" [On reserve]. Bring Mama Day to class, too.

3/19 The Russian Revolution and World War I (Guest Speaker: Ed Judge)

3/21 Kafka, The Metamorphosis

3/23 Modernism. Norton Anthology pp. 1375-1383 (on reserve); Eliot, "The Wasteland" (Norton, on reserve); Hemingway, "Hills Like White Elephants"; Anderson "Adventure"; W. C. Williams, "The Red Wheelbarrow."

3/26 Faulkner, As I Lay Dying

3/28 Faulkner, As I Lay Dying

3/30 Sartre, The Flies.  - Student-led discussion

4/2 Existentialism and Phenomenology. From the cogito to the percipio. Sartre, No Exit; Ortega y Gasset, Man and People (selection)

4/4 Ortega y Gasset, Man and People (selection)

4/6 Trip to the Holocaust Museum, Washington, D.C.

4/9 Repression as "subjectification." Foucault, Discipline and Punish

4/11 Foucault, Discipline and Punish

4/18 Reports Interdisciplinary Research Projects

4/20 Reports Interdisciplinary Research Projects
4/23 Reports on Interdisciplinary Research Projects

4/25 Interdisciplinary Research Projects due.   Movie: TBA

4/27 Walker, The Color Purple
4/30 Walker, The Color Purple
5/2 Latin American Writers :  Guest Speaker: Orlando Ocampo

5/4 Postmodern Theology: Allen, “Christian Values in a Post-Christian Context”; Schneiders, “Does the Bible Have a Postmodern Message?”
5/6 Fukuyama, “The End of History?”
5/9 Conclusion

